Get A Buzz Out of Reading With » /0
These Cool Suggestions!

Reading is so much more than picking up a book.!

Reading is all around us in lots of forms: books, comics, board
games, signs, labels, pictures... the list is almost endless!

Why Net Have fun with the following ideas and get creative with
reading]

e de I Je Ik o Ik o Ik e I e I e Ik e Ik e I e I e e o ke e e e de e d o ke e e e de e de I e e de e de e de e e e de e de e de e de 3k e o e e de ok de ke e ok

Nursery Rhyme or Story Walk: Out and about family fun!

Nursery rhymes encourage early years reading due to their musicality and
structure. Reciting nursery rhymes helps to promote intonation skills and
pace as well as being lots of fun! Recalling stories using the environment
around us helps children to develop mnemonic skills (remembering things,
e.g. spellings or names and dates through using a prompt or image to recall
information).

What you need
e A location of your choice.

How to play

e Choose a place to take a walk in, such as the local park.

e Take it in turns to choose something you see that reminds you of a
nursery rhyme or story.

. Pom1' to what ‘you 've chosen and sing or say the rhyme or story title.

Here's a great examplel

Nursery rhyme: ‘Goosey Goosey Gander'

d Children's Novel: ‘The Snow Geese' by
fl William Fiennes.
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Family Day Out: The kids are in chargel

Let your children plan a family day out. For ideas, research the place
together online or if planning a local trip visit the Tourist Information
Centre for gathering pamphlets/fliers, which can work as an effective
bridge between short and longer texts for the reluctant reader.

Whilst you're enjoying your day trip, get in some environmental reading by
reading together the information from signs: You may discover some
fascinating facts about your local areal

Jigsaw Fun: Make your own jigsawsl!

Parents, did you know that jigsaw puzzles are great for developing pre-
reading and early reading skills? Pieces fit together to form a picture in
the same way that letters fit together to form words, words to form
sentences, sentences to form paragraphs, paragraphs to form pages, and
pages to FORM BOOKS! For children of all ages, jigsaws help in developing
skills such as logical thinking, focus, decoding, hand-eye coordination.

What you need
e paper
e card (can be from cereal boxes, etc.)
e crayons
e pencil
e ruler
e scissors
e glue
e a bag for storing your new jigsaw puzzle in

How to make your jigsaw

1. Draw a picture on the paper and colour it or cut up a picture from a
magazine or other source.

2. Glue the picture to a piece of card.

3. Cut the card to fit.
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4. Divide the picture into squares or rectangles™
5. Cut these out.

You can now mix them up and have fun
putting the picture back together! Why not
make up a story from the jigsaw picture?

Depending on your child’s age, you might
wish to start with two-piece jigsaws (you
could make a set) and then progress into
making jigsaws with more pieces.

B V2 BV Make a reading space where you can
| =V

e Colourful rugs

e Duvets

e Cushions

e Small table or trays for snacks
e Favourite snacks and drinks

Front Book Covers: Be an undercover detectivel

A book cover is more than a picture. It promotes vital literacy skil
such as prediction, comprehension, finding key information, etc.

Why not explore the front covers of some of your favourite books with a
friend or family member(s)? What clues to the content is your book cover
holding?
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v Challenge!

You are a detective trying to solve the book cover mystery. Examine the
picture carefully and work out what you think it is telling you about the
book's content.

Clues to consider...

e Who and what is on the cover and what does this tell us about
genre/sub-genre?

e What is happening?

e Where and when is the setting placed?

e What do you think is going to happen/what are we going to discover
in the book from what we can see?

e How does the picture make you feel? Why?

e If the book is a story book, how do you think it will end?

Now enjoy some family reading time fun!

Eat My Words: Biscuit baking!

Enjoy an 'eat-my-words’ family session by making cookie dough or pastry
and shaping it into letters, words, or family names to be read out before
munching! Maybe arrange them in alphabetical order on a tray first!

Unbag The Story: Story word gamel

You will need:

e Cloth bag (you could make one from a piece of cloth).
e Word cards - bought or make your own.

How to play:

1. Put the cards into the bag.

2. Sit in a circle or line.

3. The first person holds the bag and draws out a word card, which
they read out to the other players.
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4. That person starts the story but has to use the word from the card
in their opening sentence.

5. The bag is passed to the next person who continues the story by
including their chosen word in their sentence.

The game continues until all the words have been used.
*The number of words in the bag can be selected beforehand.
*Two words can be selected from the bag instead of one.

Words From Words: Make multiple words game! (sub-anagrams)

Choose a word or phrase from any piece of text and see how many other
words you can make from it. Remember, you can only use each letter as
many times as it appears in the original word.

Example: CARROT

You can make the word ROAR but not ROOT because ‘R’ appears twice in
'CARROT" but 'O’ only appears once.

Challenge!

Here's Me, Myself and I, the three
headed dog from my book ‘Please

/ (‘ Sir, The Gremlin Ate My Homework!'
How many words can you make from
his name?

b

Why not use a timer to play against
the clock and see how many words
you can make in a set number of
minutes?

Suggestion!
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i You could play in pairs with one team versus the other.
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i Noisy Word Fun: Play The Word &ame!

It's much easier to work out unfamiliar words if you break them into
syllables (parts). For example, ‘cat’ has only one syllable, but ‘'snowman’ is

built from two. Play the below syllable game to help reading skills.

You will need:

e Anything you can play a beat on, e.g. a saucepan or simply clap.
e A set of word cards (can be home-made)

How to play:

Option One

1. Someone chooses a word from the cards or text.

2. They read out the word and work out how many parts it has.
3. They say the word again whilst beating out the syllables.

4. The game is repeated with the next player.

Option Two

1. Player One chooses three plus words from the set, each with a
different number of syllables, and lays them face up on the floor so
that everyone can see them. The words are not read aloud.

2. Player One selects a word without verbally identifying their choice
and beats out the number of syllables the word contains.

3. Player One chooses someone to say the word and select the card.

4. The game is repeated with the next player.

Family Quiz Night: Be a quiz show host! 'ﬂ\\ S\l /

=
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Hold a family quiz night (you could invite friends too). Download topic
questions from online sites, select from Top Trump cards, board game
question cards, or write your own questions!

Make score cards so there's a winner who gets to choose the topic of the
next family quiz.
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